
JOHN MILTON, MEDALLIST, 1759-1805

��� � � � �� � � �

JOHN Milton was active as a medallist during the middle years of George I ll’s reign. His�
works include medals, tokens, and a variety of kindred pieces. Many o f his productions are�
of continuing numismatic and historical interest, and are by no means forgotten, while�
others are exceedingly rare and little known. Milton’s own talents, coupled with a degree�
of good fortune, enabled him to escape from the total obscurity that was the lot of many�
medallists: he was noticed in his time, and some of the events in his career are vaguely�
known to us. Nevertheless, his personal history has till now remained ill-defined, while�
many problems relating to his works are still unresolved. Some of the difficulty is chrono­
logical, and obviously the first requisite is a reliable framework o f dates. In the present�
study an attempt has been made to present a more coherent account of Milton’s career than�
has hitherto been available, and to establish a more confident chronology for both his life�
and works.

Hitherto almost nothing has been known about Milton’s early years before he joined the�
Mint in 1787. Such evidence as there was seemed to indicate an already long career at that�
time. One or two of his medals bear considerably earlier dates, and there was also the un­
supported but unassailable remark by Edward Hawkins to the effect that Milton’s works�
date from 1760.1 Until this statement could be verified or refuted Milton’s past was bound�
to remain a mystery. Fortunately the whole problem o f these early years has now been�
resolved with the discovery that Milton was bom in 1759 (see Appendix). With this knowl­
edge everything falls into place. We see now that the date given by Hawkins must be an�
aberration; that Milton was only a young man when he joined the Mint; and that there�
cannot be any great period of years to account for. On examination we find that the early�
dates on some of the medals are deceptive, and unrelated to the date of production. For�
example, the Aberdeen medal (No. 12) bears the date 1771, but was in fact produced in�
1795. More generally the results of the present study suggest that Milton’s career as a�
medallist began in or shortly before 1785, giving him no more than twenty active years�
before his premature death in 1805, at the age of forty-five. Hawkins also misled us on the�
period of Milton’s employment by the Mint, which he stated as running from 1789 to�
1798. Yet correctly this should be from March 1787 to March 1797, as the Mint records�
confirm. The difference is small, but critical when we come to examine his works in detail.�
Unfortunately the particulars given by Hawkins were repeated unquestioningly by subse­
quent biographers, and a false orthodoxy was thus established. A brief outline should�
now read:

John Milton, born 19 July 1759; died 11 February 1805; employed at the Royal Mint
from March 1787 to March 1797. His known works date from 1785.

In that year Milton’s first medal (for the Society of Industry) was issued; and he exhibited�
for the first time at the Royal Academy, sending in a seal and an engraved gem.2 The seal�
is of particular interest since the description of it, which we owe to Forrer, seems to indicate�
that it was a personal trade-card or bill-heading of some sort, giving Milton’s address and his�
profession o f engraver.3 4 If this is right it suggests that about this time he was setting up in
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business on his own account. Regrettably nothing is known of Milton’s background or�
training, but it is likely that he was brought up to the trade of seal-engraver, and he so�
described himself in his application for a marriage license at the beginning of 1786.4 His�
reputation as a seal-engraver was mentioned by Sir Joseph Banks in a letter of 1802, and�
it is probable that his livelihood was always dependant on that line of work in metal or�
stone, especially when we consider that the whole body of his medallic work (as far as we�
know it) could hardly have provided him with a tolerable living when spread over twenty years.�
Nor need the position have been different during his time at the Mint, since the modest�
remuneration that they provided, £80 a year and free housing, was intended only to retain,�
not to support, the artists concerned.

We may wonder what induced Milton to turn his hand to medallic die-engraving. Public�
demand for medals was limited and unpredictable, and the prospects could hardly have been�
promising for a solitary artist. It is easier to imagine that he received encouragement from�
some source, and there is a good deal to suggest that that source was Lewis Pingo, the�
chief engraver at the Mint. Enquiries from the public for medallic work, and no doubt for�
other forms o f engraving, gravitated naturally to the Mint as the chief repository of the�
requisite skills, and we know that Lewis and his brother John carried on what must have�
been quite a considerable business from the old family home in Gray’s Inn Lane, where,�
no doubt, such enquiries were processed. As their trade-cards in the British Museum show,�
they described themselves in 1785 as engravers, and in 1791 as engravers and medallists.5�
Lewis’s own signature appears on the occasional prestigious medal such as the Cook medal�
of 1784 for the Royal Society, or the Medical Society medal o f 1787, but much of the work�
they handled must be unknown to us, and some o f it may have been sub-contracted to other�
artists of whom we may imagine the young seal-engraver, John Milton, to have been one.�
It is hard to believe that the Lincolnshire Society of Industry, for example, would have�
directed their enquiry in 1784 or 1785 to an entirely unknown and untried engraver, as�
Milton then was, and much more likely that they addressed it to the Mint; and that it was�
Pingo who put the work out to Milton, persuading him to try his hand, and promising more�
work if successful. The same consideration applies to the first of the Anglesey Pennies�
executed apparently in 1786.

After Milton’s appointment to the Mint in 1787, made no doubt on Pingo’s recommen­
dation, he appears to have rapidly assumed the position o f London’s leading, or most active,�
medallist. We also notice that about the same time Pingo virtually abandoned medal work,�
and after 1790 never signed another medal. These two observed facts clearly point to some�
sort of agreement between them whereby the work that Pingo obtained was passed to�
Milton to execute. Their collaboration is further suggested on stylistic grounds, in that the�
typical Milton style, most apparent in some of his allegorical female figures with their tiny�
heads and voluminous drapery, is reminiscent of Pingo’s own style, a fact which may well�
indicate that Pingo was supplying the designs for Milton to work from. These conjectural�
remarks, it is hoped, may help to explain the observed facts, and to paint a plausible�
picture.

In 1787, probably due to the pressures o f coinage, the Mint decided to strengthen the�
engravers’ department by recruiting new talent. J. R. Ocks, the second engraver, who�
was well into his eighties if we can believe Sir John Craig, was pensioned off, and John�
Pingo promoted into his place. Milton was brought in as third engraver, or (more officially)�
‘probationer or apprentice under the chief engraver’. In the master’s letter of 6 February�
1787 recommending these changes to the Treasury Milton is described as ‘a young Artist�
of very promising abilities’, and the purpose is stated in the ritual words ‘in order to his�
being instructed and perfected in the Art of Graving Dies and Puncheons, for the service of
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ineffective, according to Colquhoun, as to be hardly used.11 This state of impotence came 
to be officially recognized, perhaps as a result of the Milton case, and was remedied by the 
introduction of new legislation in July 1797 making it a felony to counterfeit foreign gold 
or silver coin not current in the realm.12 Louis d’ors were mentioned in the act as one of the 
main abuses.

In ordering Milton’s dismissal the Treasury must have considered that counterfeiting 
foreign coin was contrary to the intention of the law, and was reprehensible in the eyes 
of all right-minded people; and that his conduct was too questionable to be tolerated in 
a public servant. It is not difficult for us to agree. Colquhoun thought the practice shaming 
to the national character.13 He detested the underworld in which many of these operations 
took place, and deplored the participation of certain respectable people who should have 
known better. Matthew Boulton had several enquiries for the manufacture of Louis d’ors, 
but swore that his presses should never strike a dishonourable blow. It should be added 
that he also took legal advice and was warned of the danger under the Elizabethan act.14 
Yet Milton seems to have come off rather lightly.15 Even the Mint appear to have acted 
more in sorrow than in anger, hoping that a severe reprimand would be sufficient. In their 
report to the Treasury they were able to add the mitigating remark that ‘Mr Milton has 
been employed as Probationer Engraver for ten years during which time he has performed 
his duty with diligence, and is considered as an artist o f great professional skill and ability’. 
Sir Joseph Banks, who was always true to his friends, and usually hostile to the Treasury 
officials, took the line that Milton had been unfairly treated, remarking later in a letter to 
Fullarton that Milton had ‘smarted for the legal interpretation of an imaginary crime’.16 
Milton continued a member of the Antiquaries’ Society, and there is no apparent hint of 
stigma. Two o f the letters that he wrote in his own defence have survived, one to the master 
of the Mint, and another to the privy counsellor, Charles Greville.17 Briefly, he pleaded that 
he had no idea of doing wrong, and had not sought to benefit beyond the normal return on 
engraving dies. The tone o f injured innocence is not perhaps totally convincing.

Milton’s dismissal from the Mint does not appear to have damaged his career in the long 
run. We notice Matthew Young18 commissioning him to engrave his trade token in 1798, 
and employing him on the Fullarton tokens, and this connection was no doubt very valuable. 
Banks, whose support may have been decisive, made sure that Milton obtained the commis­
sion for the Royal Society Rumford medal in 1799, and the Board of Agriculture medal in 
1802. His known output after this time is small, but this probably reflects a lessening 
demand, and the fact that Birmingham was becoming the centre for medal production. 
Milton’s acquaintance with Banks was not new at this time, since Banks had been one of his 
sponsors for the Antiquaries’ Society as early as 1792; and very likely it was Miss Banks

11 14 Elizabeth c. 3; Kuding, I, 345. Colquhoun (p. 127) 
stated that this act ‘has not been put in force for many 
years', but does not specify Us defects.

ia 37 George III c. 126, section 2. Colquhoun welcomed 
its introduction in his later editions,

13 Colquhoun, p. 127.
14 Birmingham Reference Library, Matthew Boulton

Papers (‘MBP’}, correspondence index. Instances are; enquiry
for 5 to £10,000 of Portuguese Johannes for the Danish 
West Indies (A. Collins to Boulton, 1 November 1794);
enquiry for Louis d’ors* and request for advice about its 
legality (J. Bayley to Boulton, 16 February 1795); Boulton 
states that he has been offered an order for 100,000 Louis 
d’ors. 'Some scoundrels in Birmingham have made French 
Assignats and are making quantities of counterfeit Louis 
d’ors’ (Boulton to Senovert, 15 October 1795); enquiry
from the bankers, Hammersley, for £20,000 Louis d’ors

‘of the fineness of those struck by the French Government' 
(T. Hammersley to Boulton, 2 April 1796). Regarding legal 
advice, see W. Hunt to Boulton, 3 January 1796.

i$ At least one of Boulton’s enquiries seems to have been 
for Louis d’ors of full weight and Fineness, whereas some of 
the people Colquhoun had in mind would at best have 
adulterated them with base metal to about half value. 
Surely we can distinguish a kind of above-board counter­
feiting from the more fraudulent variety.

16 British Museum (Natural History), Botany Library, 
Dawson Turner Collection CBM(NH), DTC’)> volume XI, 
209-10, Banks to Fullarton, 2 May 1799.

17 PRO, MINT 4/20, the master to Morrison, 11 Febru­
ary 1797;BL,Greville/Hamilton correspondence, Additional 
MS 40,715, fols 75-6.

18 The well-known coin-dealer. For an obituary see the 
Gentleman's Magazinet 1838, ii, 107.
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who maintained the contact in the course of her coin and token collecting.19 Milton’s�
election to that exclusive and august society at the early age of thirty-two is somewhat�
remarkable, and must speak for his qualities. Membership was reserved for serious antiquaries,�
or for amateurs of property and social standing, or for people high in their professions, and�
it is hard to see which o f these classes Milton belonged to. The only other artist elected in�
his year was the president of the Royal Academy. Milton’s testimonial described him a s‘a�
gentleman well versed in the study o f antiquities and likely to become a useful and valuable�
member’. A kind of numismatic thread connects his sponsors who were: the president,�
Lord Leicester, at that time master o f the Mint; James Bindley, George Keate, and Samuel�
Tyssen, all collectors; Sir Joseph Banks; the Rev. John Grose, minister at St Peter Ad vincula�
in the Tower; and Richard Haworth, unknown.20 We can surely conclude that Milton was�
someone whose opinions were worth listening to, and that his society and conversation were�
generally found agreeable.

A brief but valuable assessment of Milton’s capabilities is given us by Sir Joseph Banks.�
Replying in June 1802 to an enquiry about medallists and seal-engravers from John Foster,�
the Irish politician, Banks wrote: ‘I have no hesitation in recommending Mr Milton who lives�
in Rolls Building, both to cut your seal and to sink your die, as 1 have no doubt of his�
superiority in both branches. He has been employed by the Royal Society in sinking a die�
for a gold medal o f £56 value; and I have recommended him to the Board of Agriculture�
to engrave the Duke’s medal’. After offering some comments on the designs that Foster�
had sent him he continued: ‘though I recommend Mr Milton as a die-sinker and a seal-�
cutter, 1 do not mean to state his merits as a designer in the same degree of superiority.�
Mr Flax man will design reverses for you with elegant and classical authority if you choose�
to employ him; and he is not expensive’.21 Banks here confirms what we had suspected,�
that Milton was known as a seal-engraver as well as a medallist; and that he was either not�
thought o f as a fluent designer, or else had not come to terms with the modem neo-classical�
forms. Although Milton was sometimes credited with a fine faculty for invention it is�
probable that the major part o f his medallic work was done to other peoples’ designs, as�
was so often true o f medallists. Two of his medals, the Medical Lyceum and the Board of�
Agriculture, are known to have been designed by Flaxman, and (as already mentioned) we�
may detect Pingo’s hand in some of his allegorical types; but no firm conclusion is really�
possible.

Milton’s name occurs frequently in the literature on tokens that grew up in the 1790s,�
and there is occasional comment on his work. Among these writers was the invaluable�
Charles Pye who contributed vital information that might not otherwise have been recovered.�
Two or three attributions, to Milton are solely due to Pye, and should be trustworthy for�
he tells us that Milton supplied him with information on the London tokens and ‘kindly�
gave a most minute account of all in which he was employed’.22 It is worth observing that�
Milton’s part in the token wave after his abortive Anglesey Penny o f 1786 was fairly small,�
and restricted to a few select pieces from 1795 onwards. Nevertheless, it was the fashion�
among the tpken enthusiasts to write of Milton’s artistic abilities in quite extravagant terms,�
and possibly it suited the promotional interests o f some o f the dealers to encourage this.�
A typicle example is seen in the introduction to James Conder’s publication of 1798: ‘It�
were ungenerous to omit giving due praise to the performances of Mr Milton. The minute�
and successful labour bestowed on his Coins for Barbadoes, Ipswich Penny, the piece�
having the head of Wallace, Reverse, “Scotia Rediviva”, and some others, ranks them high
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there are two candidates, and it is difficult to choose between them. Emma Milton married 
a dentist, John Palmer Delafons, who died in 1869. His second wife was one Anne Milton, 
presumably a cousin o f the family. Milton’s other daughter, Sarah, was almost certainly the 
first wife of the painter, Sir George Hayter, who died in 1871; and Hay ter had three wives 
at least. The problem must rest here for the present. I am grateful to Mr John Murdoch 
of the Museum for the information on the miniature, and for helpful discussion of the 
problems it presents.

The numbers asterisked are illustrated in the plates.
Acknowledgement of the photographs is due to the Ashmolean Museum for No. 17; 

to the Welsh Folk Museum for No. 23; to the National Museum, Copenhagen, for No. 32; 
and to the British Museum for all others except No. 50.

MEDALS

No. 1.* Society of Industry, 1785
Obverse: figures o f P lenty and Peace, beehive between them ; signed below, I M ILTON F.; around, PLENTY 
A PEACE ARE THE FRUITS OF INDUSTRY A SUBORDINATION.
Reverse: centre blank for awardee’s name; around, SOCIETY OF INDUSTRY FOUNDED XXIX 
NOVEMBER MDCCLXXXIII ,
Silver and copper; diameter 34 mm.

The first awards of this medal were in March 1785. The society’s first accounts to April 1785 included 
the items:

Silver medals were given to some of the trustees. These categories appear to cover the known surviving 
examples, among which is Miss Banks’s silver subscriber medal of 1786 in the British Museum. In the first 
six years the total number of copper medals awarded was 664.

The society’s activities and guiding principles are fully described by the Rev. R. G. Bouyer in his publi­
cation. Further important details on the premiums are given by Eden, who also comments on the comparative 
merits of the scheme. The society operated working schools for the children of the poor, training and 
working them as Jersey spinners. The generous system of awards was apparently Bouyeris brainchild, and 
comprised not only medals but useful sets of clothing, and future bounties for apprenticeship and marriage. 
About 143 parishes were united in the scheme, the chief town centres being Louth, Alford, Homcastle, 
and Spilsby. Other comparable schemes existed, but Bouyer appears to have looked more benignly than 
most on the little pupils and their well-being, and was certainly most effective in arousing the interest of 
the local landowners and gentry, and tapping their funds. All parties were bound together by the common 
interest in wool, and it was the society which promoted the fund-raising ‘stuff balls’. In Bouyer’s words, 
The annual balls given first at Alford and afterwards at Lincoln to all Ladies drest in the Stuff manufacture 
of the County, have been of singular service’.

{Catalogue of the Montague Guest Collection of Badges, Tokens and Passes, edited by R. A, Smith (London, 1930), p. 128, 
No. 1046, and Plate V; W. J. Davis and A. W. Waters, Tickets and Passes of Great Britain and Ireland (London, 1922), p. 
137, Nos. 285-7, where two variant obverses are noted. See also [R. G. Bouyer) yAn Account of the Origin, Proceedings, 
and Intentions of the Society for the Promotion of Industry in the Southern District of the Parts of Lindsey, in the County 
of Lincoln (Louth, c. 1790); Frederick M. Eden, The State of the Poor, 2 vols (London, 1797), II, 398-403, and 408-16).

No. 2*  Gartmore Gold Medal, Glasgow University, 1787
Obverse: the old College, G lasgow;above, EX ACAD. G LASG. D ECRETO. ;  below, TU LIT.
Reverse: figure o f L iberty ; around, LIBERTATE.  EXTINCT A. NULLA.  VIRTUS. ;  signed in  exergue, 
I. MILTON,  F.
Gold, silver and copper; diameter 42 mm.

This prize medal was endowed in 1787 by Robert Graham of Gartmore (1735-97) ‘to be given, once in 
two years, for the best Discourse on Political Liberty’. Graham entered politics late in life as a Foxite and

MILTON’S WORKS

Expense of dies for the medals
14 plated medals for premiums
123 copper medals for premiums
7 silver and 2 plated medals for present to overseers
57 silver medals for sale to subscribers
27 medals unpaid for

£. s. d.
26 4 6

2 6 8
H  5 6

3 4 8
23 9 2
14 3 6
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142 JOHN MILTON, MEDALLIST, 1759-1805

of the medal must therefore belong to 1792 or 1793. The society was the creation of John Sewell, bookseller 
and publisher of the European Magazine, and quickly attracted a distinguished membership under the 
presidency of the young duke of Clarence. It was inspired by fears that we had dropped behind the Contin­
ent and America in ship design due to neglecting science; and scientists ‘in the universities and elsewhere1 
were appealed to for support. In spite of some valuable experimental results the society was dissolved 
about the end of the century. A collection of manuscript notes and minutes made by Sewell during the 
years 1800-1, now preserved at the National Maritime Museum, tells a heartbreaking story of acrimony, 
desertions, and shortage of money. Milton was finally a creditor for £30, but was holding some medal stock 
in gold and silver which may have offset his loss. Sewell’s death in 1802 was perhaps hastened by these sad 
events.

(Unpublished. See A. W. Johns, ‘An Account of the Society for the Improvement of Naval Architecture1, Transactions of 
the Institution of Naval Architects, 52 (1910), 28-40).

No. 11.* Erskine and Gibbs, 1794
Obverse: jugate heads o f Erskine and Gibbs; around, HON. T. ERSKINE,  V. GIBBS.  ESQ. PATRIOTS 
WHO FOR SACRED FREEDOM STOO D.; signed below the heads, l.M.F.
Reverse: allegory of Justice reviving British Liberty; around, RETURNING JUSTICE LIFTS ALOFT HER 
SCALE ; in exergue, MDCCXCIV.
Silver and copper; diameter 44 mm.

(Brown, No. 376).

No. 12.* Marischal College, Aberdeen. The Gray Prize Medal, 1795
Obverse: figure of Science with astronomical instruments; around, IPSUM PENETRABILE COELUM; in 
exergue, MDCCLXXI ; signed on exergue line,) .M.F. (cursive).
Reverse: w reath, and w ithin, PR A EM 1U M MATHEMATICUM GRAYANUM A CA D. M A RISCH A L. 
ABREDON.
Silver and copper; diameter 51 mm.

By a deed, or ‘mortification*, dated 1768 John Gray declared his intention of endowing two mathematical 
bursaries at Marischal College. Bursars who did exceptionally well were to receive a medal of one ounce 
standard gold. The Fasti state that *in 1795 a die for a medal, and various copies thereof, in gold, silver, and 
copper, was obtained at an outlay of £98. 18s, 4Vid. This medal was awarded in 1795, 1824, and 1825*. John 
Gray, F.R.S., though resident in London, was appointed Rector of the College in 1764. He died in 1769, 
and the date 1771 presumably marks the beginning of the bursaries. The examples in gold have not been 
noticed.

(Cochran-Patrick, p. 161; Fasti Academiae Mariscalianae Aberdortensis, Selections from the Records, edited by P. J. Anderson 
(Aberdeen, 1889), pp. 440-3).

No. 13.* Prince of Wales
Obverse: bust of the prince; around, GEO RGIVS. WALLIAE.  PR IN CEPS. ;  signed below, J.M.F.
Reverse: the Prince’s plumes and motto.
Silver and copper; diameter 32 mm.

Dalton & Hamer placed this piece in Ayrshire presumably by association with the Fuliarton Prince of 
Wales coinage, but there is no connection. Colonel Grant listed the piece as ‘1795, Prince of Wales, Marriage’, 
but that too is uncertain. It appears to be simply a laudatory medal, and see my remarks on the Winchester 
medal, No. 16.

(Dalton & Hamer, Ayrshire, No. 1; M. H. Grant, ‘British Medals since 1760’, BNJ 32 (1934-7), 269-93, and 33 (1938-41), 
449-80, vol. 32, p. 280).

No. 14.* The Rev. William Romaine, 1795
Obverse: bust of Romaine;around, REV0 , w.  ROMAINE.  M. A. ;signed J.M.F, (cursive).
Reverse: figure of F aith ; around, THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY HIS FAITH;  in exergue, D. JULY. 26. 
1795.  A. 81,
Silver, copper, white metal; diameter 32 mm.

(Brown, No. 403; Dalton & Hamer, Middlesex, No. 216).

No. 15.* Eradication of Horse Disease, 1795
Obverse: scene of horses being shot; around, THEIR VALUE UPWARDS OF £500;  in exergue, TUT AM EN/ 
VOLUNTARILY DESTROY’D/BY D. COLGATE O F/O RP IN GTON/K ENT/1 795;  signed on exergue line,
J M (cursive).
Reverse: around, A MARK OF RESPF.CT TO THE R l  HON. T. SKINNER.  $* R. GLODE k T & M ^ W.
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JOHN MILTON, MEDALLIST, 1759-1805 145

Reverse; allegorical group w ith Britannia awarding prizes for various livestock; in exergue, BATH AND 
WEST OF ENGLAND SOCIETY.
Silver and pewter; diameter 59 mm.

The portrait on this medal is similar to the last, and clearly derives from the same bust or model that 
Flaxman had followed* The medal is referred to in 1808 as the Bedfordean Gold Medal, but no example 
in gold has been noticed.

(Brown, No. S47; Rules, Orders and Premiums of the Bath end West of England Society, printed by R. Cruttwell (Bath, 
1808), p. 56).

COINAGE

No* 26.* Anglesey Pattern Penny, 1786 
Obverse: Druid’s head within oak wreath.
Reverse: monogram PM C °;around, WE PROMISE TO PAY THE BEARER ON DEMAND ONE PENNY. 
Edge: EDW. HUGHES . TH0.  WILLIAMS . 10HN DAWES * PARIS . LODGE *
Copper; diameter 30 mm; undated and unsigned.

That Milton engraved this piece was well known, and was confirmed by Pye, who also stated that it was 
struck, in limited numbers, by Westwood of Birmingham. It was recognized as the first of the Anglesey 
coins, or rather patterns, and indeed the first production of the new token era, and on that account given 
the prior position in Pye’s 1801 edition. The piece was listed in the Tyssen sale catalogue of 1802 (lot 72) 
as: The first Penny Piece struck by the Anglesey Copper Company, in 1786 (no date) — engraved in 
London by John Milton’. This description has a deliberate and authentic ring and, if correct, dates the 
production to 1786, the year before Milton joined the Mint.

Milton’s pattern was not adopted, and it was Hancock of Birmingham who produced the approved 
pattern (Dalton & Hamer, Anglesey, No. 4), and who was entrusted with making the dies for the first 
bulk issues of the coinage in 1787. Either Hancock’s pattern was thought superior, or he was better placed 
to handle the larger undertaking. In that year Thomas Williams, the dynamic director of the Parys Mines 
Company, was pursuing his ambition to become the major producer of copper coin, and was in keen 
competition with Matthew Boulton to obtain a national contract from the government. He did not find 
Hancock altogether reliable or adequate, and in the summer of 1787 was himself in Paris trying to engage 
the Swiss engraver, J-P Droz; but failed, as we know, to outbid Boulton.27 By 1788 Williams was evidently 
resigned to collaborating rather than competing with Boulton in the field of coin production. In a letter to 
Boulton in April 1788 he wrote: 'enclosed I send you one of Hancock’s new halfpence. The engraving is 
far inferior to yours though hot to any of our Tower Productions, and I believe Hancock may mend his 
hand . . * Suppose you call on Hancock. Show him your piece and tell him to try and improve by it’. What 
bad evidently happened was that one of Droz’s pattern Britannia halfpennies had recently reached Boulton 
from Paris, and been shown to Williams, who was feeling some envy, and further worries about Hancock.28 
Whether the allusion to ‘Tower Productions’ had any reference to Milton’s pattern, or merely to the circu­
lating copper coinage, is unclear; but Milton was evidently no longer in the running.

The origin of the Druid’s head on the Anglesey coinage has long been the subject of speculation, but has 
now been satisfactorily elucidated by Mr G. C. Boon in his forthcoming article on the medals of the Anglesey 
Druidical Society, which he has kindly allowed me to cite in advance of publication.29 He has identified the 
sources for the different heads on the medals and the coinage, and it now seems certain that the inspiration, 
though not the precise types, for the coinage design must have derived from the medals of the society.

According to Dalton and Hamer the preparation of drawings for Hancock to work from, and probably 
for Milton as well, was undertaken by a Mr Collins of Maize Hill, Greenwich. This slender morsel of infor­
mation derived from a note made by the token-collector, the Rev. W. R* Hay, following his visit to 
Birmingham in 1796, and a conversation that he had there with Hancock’s former apprentice, Jorden,30 
Tenuous though this thread might seem, it can nevertheless be given serious attention, and is perhaps 
more revealing than at first appears. A good deal is known about William Collins, who was a successful 
inventor, and a skilful amateur portraitist among other things. He and John Westwood, coppersmith, 
mintmaster, and former medallist, had performed valuable services for Williams in the copper trade, and it 
would not be surprising if Williams turned to the same team again when he wished to develop his coinage,

*7 J. R, Harris, The Copper King (Liverpool, 1964), pp. 
72-5; MBP, Birmingham, Pradeaux to Boulton, 14 June, 
28 June, and 9 July 1787. According to Pradeaux Droz 
was invited to engrave a die for the Anglesey coinage. On 
Dioz’s work for Boulton see J. G. Pollard, ‘Matthew 
Boulton and J-P Droz’, NC (1968), 241-65.

29 MBP, Birmingham, T. Williams box, Williams to

Boulton, 5 April 1788; J. G. Pollard, pp. 256-7.
29 To appear in Archaeologia Cambrensist 1983 (1984). 

Dalton & Hamer, Part XI, p. x; but derived from S. H, 
Hamer’s article 'Notes on some interesting Token Books 
and their Original Owner’, NCirc (1903), cols 6048-56 (cols 
6053-5).
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The pieces listed in this section are those included by R. C. Bell in his  ��������7��  ��0���� ����� #��$���  
 �0��� , and the references are to that work; the exceptions being No. 41, which appears in his ����������  
����� , +2326+34G> and the Fullarton tokens treated in the last section for convenience.47 All pieces up to 
No. 44 were engraved in Pye’s 1801 edition. The metal is generally copper, though silver and other metals 
occur.

No. 33. D* A. Rebello, Hackney, 1795
;�$����=  a church; around, HACKN EY CH U RCH ; in exergue, MDCCXC; signed on exergue line, J M. 
!�$����=  ornam ental cypher, D A R ; around, HACKNEY PROMISSORY TOKEN 1 795.
H alfpenny size (Pye, XXU, 1; Sharp, pp. iv and S8; Dalton & Hamer, Middlesex, 309; Bell, pp. 99—101).

No. 34. J. Rebello, Hackney, 1796
;�$����=  a church;around, HACKNEY CHURCH MDCCXC;signed in exergue, J. Milton F (cursive). 
!�$����=  Time bolding a shield inscribed ‘David Alves Rebello’; around, M E MO RIA JN AETE RNA ; in 
exergue, 1796; signed on exergue line, M.
Penny size (Pye. XXII, 2; Sharp, p. 14; D & H, Middlesex, 24; Bell, pp. 101 —2).

No* 35* J. Conder, Ipswich, 1795
;�$����=  bust of Wolsey; around, CARDI NALWOLSEY BORN AT IPSWICH 1471;  signed below bust, M. 
!�$����=  gateway; above, J A? CONDER . IPSWICH . 1 795 ; in exergue, WOL^S GATE.
Penny size. Variants o f bo th  types exist (Pye, XXIV, 5, 6 and 7; Sharp, pp. 25, 26; D & H, Suffolk, 10; Bell, pp. 
146-7).

No. 36* J. Conder, Ipswich, 1797
;�$����=  view of building; above, TOWN. HALL.  I PS H.; in exergue, FORMERLY ST. MI LDRED'5 CHURCH.  
!�$����=  ornam ental cypher J M C ; around, COND ER'S IPSWICH PENNY 1 797.
9���=  1 PROMISE TO PAY ON DEMAND THE BEARER ONE PENNY,
Penny size. Only the reverse of this unsigned piece was engraved by Milton, according to  Pye (Pye, XXIV, 8; 
Sharp, p. 26; D & H, Suffolk, 13; Bell, pp. 147-8)*

No. 37. Richardson, Goodluck & Co. (1), 1795
;�$����=  F ortune, blindfold, drawing lo ttery  tickets; around, NOTHING VENTURE NOTHING HAVE;  
in  exergue, 1795.
!�$����=  AT THE OFFICES O F/RICH A RDSON GOODLUCK & Co/N o/ l  2807/TH E LAST PRIZE OF/  
E30000/SH A RED/WAS SOLD IN SIXTEENTHS.
Halfpenny size (Pye, XXXIII, 9; Sharp, p* 68; D & H, Middlesex, 467-9; BeU, pp. 102-3).

No. 38. Richardson, Goodluck & Co. (2), 1795
;�$����=  Bluecoat boy drawing ticket from lo ttery  wheel; around, NOTHING VENTURE NOTHING 
HAV E; in exergue, 1795.
!�$����=  RICHARDSON GOODLUCK & Co/SO LD/N o/ l  2807/TH E LAST PRIZE O F/C3Q000/SH A RED/  
IN /SIXTEENTHS.
Halfpenny size. This and the last piece are unsigned, but were attributed to Milton by Pye (Pye, XXXIII, 10; 
Sharp, pp. 68-9; D & H, Middlesex, 470-1; Bell, pp. 103-5).

No. 39* R. Biddulph, Hereford (1), 1796
;�$����=  bull tram pling cha in ; above, J U N E 3 !  1 796; in exergue, J MILTON F.
!�$����=  apple tree and plough within wreath.
Penny size (Pye, XXII, 9; Sharp, p. 12; D & H, Herefordshire, 1; Bell, p. 29).

No. 40. R. Biddulph, Hereford (2), 1796
;�$����=  bull tram pling chain; above, HEREFORDSH IRE;  in ex erg u e ,) UN E 3 1 796*
!�$����=  apple tree and plough within wreath.
Penny size. B oth types are quite d istinct from No. 39. This piece is unsigned, but attribu ted  to Milton 
by Pye (Pye, XXTI, 10; Sharp, p* 12; D & H, Herefordshire, 4; BeU, pp. 30-2).

No* 41. Rev* D. CoUyer, Wroxham, Norfolk, 1797
;�$����=  wheelbarrow; below, MARLE.  PIT/ TOKEN; around, TO. PAY. WORKMEN.  AND. PROMOTE.  
AGRICULTURE.

47 R. C* BeU,  ��������7��  ��0���� ����#��$����  �0���� A2326+34G  (Newcastle upon Tyne, 1963).
(Newcastle upon Tyne, 1966), and ����������� ����� ,
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Under this heading Forrer (IV, 85) lists:
A* Eagle tearing a serpent, yellow camelian.
B. Horse galloping, the background blazoned.
C. Seal of the United States of America (engraved in London; St George fighting the Dragon; legend: LET 

MERCY BE OUR BOAST, AND S HAME OUR ONL Y F EA R ; Signature: J MILTON F), 0
D. Comedy holding a shield bearing the inscription: MILTON ENGRAVER,  No. 6 QUEEN STRT.  

GOLDEN SQ.
It is interesting to compare these descriptions with Milton’s exhibits at the Academy in 1785 and 1788, 
as recorded in the Academy catalogues:

1785 (sent from 6, Queen Street, Golden Square): a frame containing a steel seal of Comedy, and an impression of an 
eagle and snake.
1788 (sent from The Mint, Tower): frame containing a medal, face, etc., reverse, and a wax impression from a steel 
seal of a George.

There is sufficient weight of probability in the correspondence between the two descriptions to allow us 
to recognize items A, C and D among the exhibits, and to date them accordingly. The source of Forrer’s 
more detailed descriptions is a mystery. The objects cannot now be traced, and in any case the wording 
that Forrer uses suggests a written source rather than his own observation. Could he have used some last 
remnant of one of Milton’s manuscript lists?

A number of impressions of seals ‘engraved by Mr Milton’, and a few waxes, including one of Samuel 
Tyssen, were listed in a sale catalogue of 1827 (Sotheby, 23 April); but there was evidently some confusion 
with the work of Henry Milton, and little can be made of the material,

@/�9!� "	/�"�@ �;!&�	#

The Milton sale catalogues of 1805 (Sotheby, 30 May) and 1827 (Sotheby, 23 April) provide a useful check 
in trying to establish the extent of his work. They include a few pieces not otherwise associated with 
Milton, but whose presence there would be surprising unless there were some connection. Among these are:

A. Leicestershire Agricultural Society medal
;�$����=  Minerva holding staff and wreath, with plough and livestock in the background; around, 
LEICESTERSHIRE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY,
!�$����=  w reath; w ithin, ADJUDGED.
Copper; diameter 44 mm.
The obverse is typical of Milton’s work, and there is little doubt of his authorship. The society was founded 
in 1788, but no evidence has been found of their having used the medal.

B. St Vincent’s Black Corps
;�$����=  winged figure with sword subduing a native of the island; around, ST. VINCENTS BLACK CORPS.  
!�$����=  native soldier with musket; around, BOLD LOYAL OBEDIENT;  signed in exergue, H.G, FEC. 
The medal is described and illustrated in Gordon (pp. 13-14), who relates it to events on the island of St 
Vincent in 1795. The signature, H.G., is unknown, but may have been Milton’s brother-in-law, Henry 
Gretton, an engraver, though not known as a medallist.

C. Ticket for the New Park’
;�$����=  monogram G R, w ith royal crown above.
!�$����=  NEW PARK,  and blank for personal name and number.
Whole batches of ‘tickets for the New Park’ were included in the two sale catalogues, totalling twenty or 
more. It is here assumed that the piece referred to is Montague Guest, Nos. 745-52, since that was the piece 
in use in Milton’s time. It was issued to approved persons to give them access to Richmond Park. Milton 
may well have engraved the dies, and was clearly the keeper of the stock, and would have inscribed them 
with the pass-holder’s name and issued them as instructed by the Deputy Ranger.

D. The 1827 catalogue attributed to Milton the Isle of Man copper coinage of 1786, This must be wrong, 
yet it should be mentioned since the same attribution was made by Sharp, and later by �/�  and Forrer, 
and so stands unquestioned to this day. That regal coinage was made at the Mint on a warrant of June

50 That Milton had received a specific enquiry from or on unsuitable for any official purpose. The great seal of the
behalf of some institution in America is not impossible. United States, with the eagle emblem, had already been
Yet there are difficulties. Dr A. M. Stahl of the American adopted and brought into use in 1782. J thank Drs R.
Numismatic Society points out that St George’s associations Doty and A. M. Stahl for their kind help on this problem,
with the British monarchy were likely to render him



	 + .� � � � / �� �� � ��/ �0������ �� 	% � ! 	 � �  

	%� �� ���� (�75�)1)�� ��� /�*(3� 	%�=�� �1� ��� �)��� )�1�@���3)�� 13�1� 8��,�� ���� *)�5����@�)� 2�*� 13)� ��)�A� ����
/��1��������61���)*����3)�13)�������(�6��� 3�*��<�3��)�5��<)��)�)�� ��7���*�5�*1� ���13)��5)*�1����

#;! !"	 ��9�":&� ;?��	:� ;/-&�?"�	:�1

��� ��*�3�-*)11���� 	%�=
@������ S�@6�1� �2���*�3A� �*�6� � �� � �?��� -?� � � ��� ����� �4� � 0�:� � 	�%�=�
�)��A����7)1)*�+�� 77�� ��(�1�����4*�1��3�/6�)67��5*�@�@�<�6��B6)�

�3��� ��� �� 5*��2� ��� �)��� 2*�7� ��� 6�2����3)�� ��)�� ���� 13)�5�*1*��1� ��� 1��� ��(�75�)1)� 1�� @)� ��1��2�(1�*<��
�3)� ���(*�51���� ����(*�1(3)�� ���� �3)� 5�)()������)�(*�@)�� �������6�1*�1)��@<�-*6)@)����3��3��� �����)�� �2�13)�
���<D�� ��)�1�1<�� F)� ���� ����� 13�1� �3)� ���� /��1��D�� ��2)�� �3�7�3)�7�**�)����� 	%�=�� �3)�����13)���6,31)*�
�2� �)�*<� -*)11���� ��� )�,*��)*���� ')�(36*(3��1*))1���� 7)7@)*��2�13)�-����7�13�;� :�75��<�� ���� �55���1)��
�� @*��,)7��1)*� �2�13)� :�1<� �3�*1�<� @)2�*)� 3��� �)�13� ��� 	%�+�� �3)�7)����*)(�*�����*�3;�� �)�13����0)()7@)*�
	%�=�� ��� )�)�1� �3�(3� ��� (��2�*7)�� ���13)�*),��1)*���2�13)����)*�:3�5)���3)*)��3)� ����@6*�)��� �1���� ��1�)��<�
1��6��)*�1�����3<�3)*�7���)�� ��7)�����6�)��

���� ��� -16)@)*��C��,���3�8)*������/)�����2*�7� 	%=�D��.$:��13�*���)*�)��� J � �	��	#��&��#�

4�� �)�*<�/��1���� 	��&
;�$���� S� 5�*1*��1��2��)�*<A��@��)�� ����?T� /��� � � � � A���,�)��@)����3)���� �:��8�	�� :�� ��� �:�� �0� $�$J/� �
!�$���� S� ���(*�51����� ��� �� /�0��� �'� ���?T� /� ����� F��� � �-?�$�0� 4T� ���� �88?���� :��
�:�8��� :�� ��� ��� �� ��� �� /��T� �' � -?��� �J0�� � 	��&�
:�55)*A����7)1)*�+��77�� ��(�1�����4*�1��3�/6�)67��5*)�67)��6��B6)�

�3)� 7)���� ��� �)��!2����3)��� ���� 13)� 5�*1*��1� ��� 13�*�6,3�<� (�75)1)�1� ��� �)� ��6��� )95)(1� 2*�7� :���1��
13�6,3� 3)� ���� ���<� )�,31))�� �1� 13)� 1�7)�� �1� ��� �76���,� 13�1� :���1� )93�@�1)�� ��� �75*)������ 2*�7� 13)� ��)�
�1� 13)� �(��)7<� ��� 	��&� 6��)*� 13)� (��()��)�� ��7)� C�55*)�1�()�� ��:�;�� ��13� 13)� *)�6�1� 13�1� 13)� 2�(1�1��6��
7)������1�� ��� :�� �55*)�1�()�� )�)�16���<� �)(6*)�� 2�*� 3�7�)�2� ��� )�1*<� ���� '�**)��� �)�*<� ���� /��1��D�� ���<�
�����@�*���1�13)����)*� ��� 	%���� ���� ��)��6�7�**�)�� ��� 	��+�� ��11�)� ����������2�@�����*�� ����� �)��!)�,*��)*�



. � � � � / � � � � � � � / �0� � � � � � � � 	% �!	�� 

P L A T E  )

	  





. � � � � / � � � � � �� / �0 � � � � � � � � 	% �!	�� 

D � � 	 � � @

	 %

��



	 � . � � � � / � � � � � � � / �0 � � � � � � � � 	% �!	�� 

P L A T E  4



JOHN MILTON, MEDALLIST, 1759-1805
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